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JUVENILE JUSTICE SYSTEM — AUDITOR GENERAL’S REPORT 

27. Hon GIZ WATSON to the minister representing the Minister for Police: 
I refer to the Auditor General’s report published in June 2008 that examines the performance of the juvenile 
justice system.  

(1) Why are Indigenous young people being directed away from court at two-thirds the rate of non-
Indigenous young people? 

(2) What steps will the minister take to ensure that in respect of all young offenders police officers — 
(a) consider redirection options in line with the Young Offenders Act;  
(b) use notices to attend court only after considering all redirection options; 
(c) refer young people to juvenile justice teams where appropriate; and 
(d) fully apply legislative requirements to usually refer young people who have not previously 

offended to juvenile justice teams? 
(3) What is the time frame for (2)? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

I provide the following response on behalf of the Minister for Police. It is an extremely extensive response; 
therefore, I seek leave to table the document and have it incorporated into Hansard.  

Leave granted.  

[See paper 286.] 

The following material was incorporated — 
I thank the Hon. Member for some notice of this question. 

(1) The lesser redirection of Indigenous youth under the Young Offenders Act 1994 can be attributed to a number of factors. The 
reducing in age and increasing seriousness of offences, lack of cooperation and the behaviour of the young offender at the time of 
apprehension and the difficulty in identifying responsible adults (including parents) and/or appropriate accommodation are often 
factors that influence police decision to proceed through the court process. Specifically: 

• Section 25(1) “A matter cannot be referred to a juvenile justice team if the offence is a Schedule 1 offence or a 
Schedule 2 offence.” 

• Section 25(4) “A matter can only be referred to juvenile justice team if the alleged offender accepts responsibility for 
the act or omission constituting the offence, and agrees to having the matter dealt with by a juvenile justice team rather 
than by a court 

• The Young Offenders Act does not allow police to refer to a Juvenile Justice Team for more serious scheduled 
offences. Magistrates can over ride this subsection (1) which occurs and in many cases are now referring back from 
the courts to Juvenile Justice Team 

Additionally, Government has legislated to make serious driving offences (including reckless/hoon driving) schedule offences, 
recognizing the significant dangers posed to the community and as a consequence have reduced options for diversion by Police. 

(2) Police understand referral to Court is the last option for police in relation to juvenile offending. Checks and balances are 
maintained through supervisors in giving priority when dealing with the young children. 

• Education is provided to police personnel on the legislation surrounding young offenders and redirection options to the 
Juvenile Justice Teams where appropriate at the Police Academy through recruit training and in service courses. 

• General broadcasts have been disseminated to all police personnel reminding them of their responsibilities within the 
principles of Juvenile Justice and the Young Offenders Act. 

• Guidance is also provided through the Police Manuals to enable the awareness of staff obligations. 

(3) Performance of Police in responding to youth offending is an ongoing management priority for WA Police. WA Police currently 
participate and support government initiatives to improve the administration of juvenile justice through the following initiatives: 

• In March 2008 the president of the Children’s Court convened a workshop which led to the Pilot Youth Justice 
Initiative to progress a multi-agency approach to juvenile justice. 

• In response to a submission of the WA Aboriginal Legal Service on the juvenile justice system, the WA Commissioner 
for Children and Young People wrote to the Director General of the Department of the Attorney General and requested 
that a cross-agency working group to develop solution oriented initiatives to address highlighted issues. A cross-
agency working group was convened in May 2008. 

• In June 2008, the Office of the Auditor General (OAG) tabled its report on dealing with young people under the Young 
Offenders Act 1994 in Parliament. An outcome has been that responsible Agencies agreed that the findings and 
recommendations of the OAG report be considered by the abovementioned cross-agency working group. 
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